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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Footrest for a Stairlift Chair 

Disclosure 

The disclosure is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .71 in that the following item is not 
understood. 

The specification states that a "... pivot point 20 of the footrest is positioned on a 
plane perpendicular to an intended direction of travel of the chair, extending through a 
centerline 8 of the chair 6" (Page 5, L. 20 - 23), wherein said axis, as understood, 
extends such that it maintains a vertical orientation for a user yet does not extend 
perpendicular from a stairlift. 

Furthermore, an adequate description of the structure and arrangement of the 
fixing means in relation to the footrest and bracket is lacking. The disclosure reviews in 
broad language a conceptual system, thereby enabling/requiring unnecessary 
interpretation as to a defined scope of the cooperative elements, their structure as well 
as their interaction, as acknowledged in the closing language of the disclosure above. 

Applicant is required to submit an amendment, which clarifies the disclosure so 
that the examiner may ensure a proper comparison of the invention with the prior art. 

Applicant should be careful not to introduce any new matter into the disclosure 
(i.e., matter which is not supported by the disclosure as originally filed). 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
"... pivot point 20 of the footrest is positioned on a plane perpendicular to an intended 
direction of travel of the chair, extending through a centerline 8 of the chair 6" and 
significant detail with respect to the locking means as referenced in the specification. 
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Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 16 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Claim 16 recites that the chair comprises a 
central axis extending perpendicularly to an intended direction of travel of the chair, 
wherein said axis, as understood, extends from a vertical of said stairlift. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 10 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fortnam (3,820,844). 

Re: Claim 10, Fortnam discloses a footrest (24, Fig. 1) comprising: 

a) A substantially planar upper surface (26); 

b) An outer edge (31 , fig. 1 - 2); 

c) An inner edge (28, Fig. 2, 6) substantially opposed to and shorter than the 
outer edge; 

d) Side edges (27) joining respective outer margins of the inner edge and the 
outer edge; and 

e) A pivot point (29 - 44, Fig. 6) closer to the inner edge that to the outer edge 
and through which the footrest pivots about a substantially vertical axis with 
respect to the chair. 

Re: Claims 11 - 14, Fortnam discloses respectively: 

> in which the footrest has a geometric centerline (depicted in line with 17, Fig. 
2); 

> in which the pivot point lies on the centerline (vertical axis through 12, Fig. 1); 

> in which the side edges extend outwardly from the outer edge (curvature 
about 48); 

> further comprising means to fix the position of the footrest about the pivot 
point (19, 45 and 48, Col. 2, L. 47 - 67). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bartlet (5,230,405) in view of Fortnam. 

Re: Claims 15-18, Bartlet disclose his stairlift chair (106, Fig. 5) having a 
footrest (296, Fig. 14, Col. 6, L. 42), wherein his stairlift chair is in combination with a 
stairlift (104, 102, Fig. 1), wherein his chair has a central axis (Fig. 4B) extending 
vertically from an intended direction of travel of his chair and his foot rest has a 
geometric centerline, outer, inner and side edges, wherein said inner edge is 
substantially opposed to said outer edge, wherein his chair can be pivoted about a 
vertical axis and his footrest can be rotated about a horizontal axis (Col. 6, L. 18 - 45), a 
pivot position of his footrest lying on a geometric centerline of his footrest. 

However, Bartlet is silent with respect to his footrest pivots with respect to his 
stairlift chair about a vertical axis and said inner edge being shorter than said outer 
edge and a pivot position of his footrest lying on a central axis of his chair. 

Fortnam discloses a footrest of Claims 10-14, wherein a pivot position of his 
footrest lies on both a central axis (12) of his chair and a geometric centerline of his 
footrest. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
reference of Fortnam with the teaching of Bartlet to provide a footrest being pivotable 
about a vertical axis of a chair, an inner edge of said footrest being shorter than an 
outer edge of said footrest and a pivot position of said footrest lying on a central axis of 
a stairlift chair, for benefits of maintaining a compact, symmetrical arrangement so as to 
minimize hindrances to users of associated stairs as well as offset loading for stability. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Webster et al (US D565475 S), Voves et al (US 4913264 A) and 
Ward (US 3642320 A) are cited for reference of: 

> a stairlift chair, wherein said chair has a foot rest having a pivot position along 
a geometric centerline of said footrest as well as along a central axis of said 
chair; 

> a stairlift having a chair and footrest, wherein said chair has a central axis 
about which said chair pivots and said footrest has a pivot position about a 
geometric centerline of said footrest, and 

> a combination of a chair and a footrest, wherein said footrest is pivtoally 
mounted along an inner edge about a central axis of said chair lift, 
respectively. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Kruer whose telephone number is 571 .272.591 3. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen, can be reached on 571 .272.6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 .273.8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

/Stefan Kruer/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3654 
6 June 2009 



/John Q. Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



